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.Abs’rrocf

This article shows that the mathematics educators in Taiwan came up with the idea
of mathematical literacy and the ideal curriculum for mathematical education since half
an century ago. Ornce the context of Taiwan’s native ideology of mathematical literacy is
understood, the current movement of the literacy- or competency-oriented curriculum of 12~
year basic education policy can be interpreted as an continuation of the pursuit for the ideal
mathematics curriculum over the past 50 years. However, it does not mean that mathematics
educators today do not respond for the new movement; it means that they modify the
endeavours along the traditional approach. Five important issues that affected Taiwan’s
mathematics education are raised in section three, and the author reflected the issues basing
on the current beliefs of an ideal mathematics education. The author concludes with what he
learned in this study. First, a historical review of curricular developments can show us a way
to a better way of curriculum design. Secondly, researchers in Taiwan could have paid more
attention on our own problems.
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